
The Third Sector: A Guide to Community
Organizations, NGOs, and Nonprofits
The third sector is a vital part of society. It is made up of organizations that
are not-for-profit and non-governmental. These organizations play a crucial
role in providing social services, promoting social change, and protecting
the environment.

History of the Third Sector

The third sector has its roots in the 19th century. At that time, there was a
growing need for social services that the government and the private sector
could not provide. In response, a variety of voluntary organizations were
established to meet these needs.
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Over the years, the third sector has grown and evolved. Today, it is a
complex and diverse sector that includes a wide range of organizations,
from small community-based groups to large international NGOs.
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Structure of the Third Sector

The third sector is organized into a variety of different types of
organizations. These include:

Community organizations are typically small, local organizations that
are focused on addressing the needs of a specific community. They
may provide a variety of services, such as social services, educational
programs, and recreational activities.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are typically larger,
international organizations that are focused on a specific issue or
cause. They may provide a variety of services, such as humanitarian
aid, development assistance, and advocacy.

Nonprofits are a type of organization that is organized for a non-profit
purpose. This means that they are not allowed to make a profit.
Nonprofits may provide a variety of services, such as social services,
educational programs, and healthcare.

Funding the Third Sector

The third sector is funded through a variety of sources. These include:

Government funding is a major source of funding for the third sector.
Governments provide funding to organizations that provide social
services, promote social change, and protect the environment.

Private donations are another major source of funding for the third
sector. Individuals and businesses donate money to organizations that
they support.



Earned income is another source of funding for the third sector.
Organizations may earn income from the sale of goods or services, or
from fees for services.

Impact of the Third Sector

The third sector has a significant impact on society. It provides essential
social services, promotes social change, and protects the environment.
Here are some examples of the impact of the third sector:

Social services: The third sector provides a wide range of social
services, such as housing, food assistance, healthcare, and education.
These services are essential for the well-being of individuals and
communities.

Social change: The third sector plays a vital role in promoting social
change. Organizations in the third sector advocate for policy changes,
educate the public, and provide support for social movements.

Environmental protection: The third sector is a major advocate for
environmental protection. Organizations in the third sector work to
protect natural resources, reduce pollution, and promote sustainable
practices.

The third sector is a vital part of society. It provides essential social
services, promotes social change, and protects the environment. The
organizations in the third sector are making a real difference in the world,
and they deserve our support.



The third sector is made up of a diverse range of organizations, from small
community-based groups to large international NGOs.

“ "The third sector is the backbone of our society. It is the
people who work in this sector who are making a real
difference in the world." ”

Jane Doe, Executive Director of a nonprofit organization
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