
Early Voices: Portraits of Canada by Women
Writers, 1639-1914
A Groundbreaking Anthology that Illuminates the Forgotten Legacy of
Canadian Women's Writing

In the annals of Canadian literature, the voices of women have often been
marginalized or silenced. But an extraordinary new anthology, Early Voices:
Portraits Of Canada By Women Writers 1639 1914, is shedding light on the
hidden treasures of our literary heritage. This groundbreaking collection
brings together the works of over 70 women writers from the earliest days
of European contact to the cusp of the 20th century, offering a captivating
glimpse into the lives, perspectives, and artistry of our female pioneers.

Edited by acclaimed literary scholar Elizabeth Hay, Early Voices is a
testament to the enduring power and diversity of Canadian women's
writing. It spans a remarkable range of genres, including poetry, prose,
diaries, letters, and travelogues. Through these diverse voices, we
encounter the extraordinary experiences of women who lived through
pivotal moments in Canadian history—from the arrival of European settlers
to the building of the nation.
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Unveiling a Forgotten Legacy

For centuries, the contributions of women writers to Canadian literature
have been largely overlooked. While a few prominent authors, such as
Susanna Moodie, Catharine Parr Traill, and Laura Secord, have achieved
some recognition, the vast majority of their female contemporaries have
remained in obscurity. Early Voices seeks to rectify this historical oversight
by bringing these forgotten writers to the forefront, showcasing the breadth
and depth of their literary achievements.

One of the most striking features of Early Voices is the sheer diversity of
perspectives it offers. The writers included in the anthology come from a
wide range of backgrounds, experiences, and social classes. They include
Indigenous women, settlers, travelers, nurses, missionaries, teachers, and
reformers. Their writings reflect the challenges and opportunities they faced
as they navigated the complexities of colonial society and laid the
foundations for a distinctly Canadian identity.

Exploring Themes of Identity, Colonialism, and Gender

Throughout Early Voices, readers will find recurring themes that illuminate
the experiences of women in colonial Canada. These include:

Identity and Belonging: Many of the writers in the anthology explore
the challenges of forging an identity in a new and often alien land.
They grapple with questions of home, belonging, and their place in a
rapidly changing society.
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Colonialism and its Impact: The anthology vividly portrays the impact
of European colonialism on the lives of Indigenous women and settlers
alike. Writers such as Susanna Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill offer
firsthand accounts of the hardships and conflicts they encountered
while navigating the complexities of colonial relations.

Gender and Social Roles:Early Voices also shines a light on the
restrictive gender roles and social expectations that women faced in
colonial Canada. From the limitations placed on their education and
career opportunities to the challenges they faced in securing their
rights, the anthology provides a powerful examination of the gendered
nature of colonial society.

Rediscovering the Pioneers of Canadian Women's Writing

Early Voices introduces readers to a remarkable cast of women writers who
left an indelible mark on Canadian literature. Among the highlights of the
anthology are:

Marie de l'Incarnation: A French missionary and mystic who played a
pivotal role in establishing the Ursuline Free Download in Canada and
wrote extensively about her experiences among the Indigenous Huron
people.



Anne Bailey: A British settler who published the first novel written by a
woman in Canada in 1792.

Susanna Moodie: An English writer who emigrated to Canada in the
1830s and penned vivid accounts of pioneer life in the backwoods.

Catharine Parr Traill: Moodie's sister-in-law and fellow pioneer writer,
known for her lush descriptions of the Canadian wilderness and her
advocacy for environmental conservation.

Pauline Johnson: A Mohawk writer who embraced both her
Indigenous and European heritage and wrote movingly about the
challenges and triumphs of her people.

A Vital Contribution to Canadian Literature and History

Early Voices: Portraits Of Canada By Women Writers 1639 1914 is not only
a literary treasure but also a vital addition to the historical record. It
provides a unique window into the lives and experiences of women who
played a crucial role in shaping the cultural and social fabric of Canada. By
shedding light on their forgotten voices, the anthology enriches our
understanding of the nation's past and present, and challenges us to
rethink the traditional narratives of Canadian history and literature.



For scholars, students, and readers of Canadian literature, Early Voices is
an indispensable resource. It offers a comprehensive overview of early
Canadian women's writing and provides invaluable insights into the social
and cultural contexts in which it emerged. The anthology is also a powerful
testament to the enduring legacy of women's voices in Canadian history
and literature, a legacy that continues to inspire and empower generations
to come.
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