
A Comprehensive Guide to Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) for
the Newly Diagnosed
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a progressive lung
disease that makes it difficult to breathe. It is the fourth leading cause of
death in the United States, and it affects millions of people worldwide.
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COPD is usually caused by smoking, but it can also be caused by other
factors, such as exposure to air pollution or certain chemicals. Symptoms
of COPD include shortness of breath, coughing, wheezing, and chest
tightness. These symptoms can worsen over time, and they can make it
difficult to perform everyday activities.

There is no cure for COPD, but there are treatments that can help to
manage the symptoms and slow the progression of the disease. If you
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have been diagnosed with COPD, it is important to learn as much as you
can about the disease and how to manage it. This guide will provide you
with essential information and support.

Symptoms of COPD

The most common symptoms of COPD are:

Shortness of breath. This is the most common symptom of COPD,
and it can range from mild to severe. You may notice that you become
short of breath when you exert yourself, such as when you walk up
stairs or carry groceries. As COPD progresses, you may become short
of breath even when you are resting.

Coughing. Coughing is another common symptom of COPD, and it
can be productive or non-productive. Productive coughs produce
mucus, while non-productive coughs do not. Coughing can be worse in
the morning or when you are exposed to irritants, such as smoke or
pollution.

Wheezing. Wheezing is a whistling sound that occurs when you
breathe. It is caused by narrowed airways, which make it difficult to get
air in and out of your lungs. Wheezing can be a sign of COPD, but it
can also be caused by other conditions, such as asthma.

Chest tightness. Chest tightness is a feeling of pressure or tightness
in your chest. It can be caused by narrowed airways, which make it
difficult to breathe. Chest tightness can be a sign of COPD, but it can
also be caused by other conditions, such as heart disease.

Causes of COPD



The most common cause of COPD is smoking. Cigarettes contain harmful
chemicals that damage the lungs and lead to inflammation and scarring.
Over time, this damage can cause the airways to become narrowed and
blocked, making it difficult to breathe.

Other risk factors for COPD include:

Exposure to air pollution. Air pollution can damage the lungs and
lead to inflammation and scarring. This damage can increase your risk
of developing COPD.

Exposure to certain chemicals. Certain chemicals, such as those
found in secondhand smoke and certain occupational settings, can
damage the lungs and lead to COPD.

A family history of COPD. If you have a family history of COPD, you
are more likely to develop the disease yourself.

Age. COPD is more common in older adults.

Diagnosis of COPD

COPD is diagnosed based on a physical exam, a medical history, and a
lung function test. A lung function test measures how well your lungs are
working. It can be used to diagnose COPD and to assess the severity of
the disease.

Treatment of COPD

There is no cure for COPD, but there are treatments that can help to
manage the symptoms and slow the progression of the disease. These
treatments include:



Bronchodilators. Bronchodilators are medications that help to open
up the airways. They can be inhaled or taken orally.

Inhaled corticosteroids. Inhaled corticosteroids are medications that
help to reduce inflammation in the airways. They can be inhaled or
taken orally.

Combination inhalers. Combination inhalers contain both a
bronchodilator and an inhaled corticosteroid. They can be used to treat
COPD and other respiratory conditions.

Oxygen therapy. Oxygen therapy is used to provide extra oxygen to
people with COPD who have low blood oxygen levels.

Surgery. Surgery may be an option for people with severe COPD who
do not respond to other treatments.

Lifestyle Changes for COPD

In addition to medical treatment, there are a number of lifestyle changes
that you can make to help manage your COPD. These changes include:

Quitting smoking. Quitting smoking is the most important thing you
can do to improve your health if you have COPD. Smoking damages
the lungs and makes COPD worse.

Avoiding secondhand smoke. Secondhand smoke is harmful to your
lungs and can worsen COPD.

Getting regular exercise. Exercise can help to improve your lung
function and reduce shortness of breath.



Eating a healthy diet. A healthy diet can help to keep your lungs
healthy and strong.

Getting enough sleep. When you are well-rested, you are better able
to manage your COPD symptoms.

Managing stress. Stress can worsen COPD symptoms.

Support for COPD

If you have been diagnosed with COPD, it is important to seek support from
your family, friends, and healthcare providers. There are also a number of
support groups available for people with COPD. These groups can provide
you with emotional support, information, and resources.

Here are some resources that can help you find support for COPD:

American Lung Association: https://www.lung.org/

COPD Foundation: https://www.copdfoundation.org/

National Jewish Health: https://www.nationaljewish.org/

COPD is a serious disease, but it can be managed. If you have been
diagnosed with COPD, it is important to learn as much as you can about
the disease and how to manage it. This guide has provided you with
essential information and support. By following the advice in this guide, you
can improve your quality of life and live a long and healthy life.
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