
27 Deadly Fiction Writing Blunders: Avoid
These Pitfalls for a Captivating Story
In the realm of fiction writing, crafting a compelling narrative requires a
delicate balance of storytelling prowess and the avoidance of common
pitfalls. To guide aspiring authors through the treacherous waters of literary
missteps, "27 Fiction Writing Blunders And How Not To Make Them" by Bell
On Writing serves as an invaluable compass.

Blunders to Avoid:

Robotic and unnatural dialogue that lacks authenticity

Excessive exposition and info-dumping

Dialogue that serves only to advance the plot

Tips to Master:
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Study the rhythms and nuances of everyday speech

Use dialogue to reveal character, emotions, and subtext

Avoid forced or contrived conversations

Blunders to Avoid:

Characters without depth, motivation, or flaws

Overly idealized or stereotypical characters

Characters who lack a unique voice or perspective

Tips to Master:

Develop characters with complex backstories and motivations

Give them realistic flaws and vulnerabilities

Use dialogue, actions, and thoughts to reveal their inner lives

Blunders to Avoid:

Worlds that lack cohesion or believability

Contradictory elements or illogical events

Worlds that are not grounded in research or cultural
understanding

Tips to Master:

Establish clear rules and systems for your fictional world



Research and draw inspiration from real-world cultures and
histories

Be consistent in your world's geography, customs, and social
structures

Blunders to Avoid:

Plots that are aimless, repetitive, or predictable

Lack of clear conflict or resolution

Plot holes or inconsistencies

Tips to Master:

Develop a strong plot with a central conflict and rising action

Create a logical sequence of events with cause and effect

Use pacing and suspense to keep readers engaged

Blunders to Avoid:

Overly formal or clichéd language

Excessive use of adverbs or adjectives

Prose that is dry, bland, or unoriginal

Tips to Master:

Use vivid and evocative language to create sensory experiences

Employ figurative devices, such as metaphors and similes



Study the works of great authors for inspiration

Blunders to Avoid:

Grammatical errors and typos

Inconsistencies in formatting and style

Lack of a polished and professional manuscript presentation

Tips to Master:

Proofread and edit your manuscript thoroughly

Follow industry-standard formatting guidelines

Seek feedback from beta readers or critique partners

"27 Fiction Writing Blunders And How Not To Make Them" by Bell On
Writing is an indispensable guide for aspiring authors seeking to avoid the
common pitfalls that can hinder their storytelling. By mastering these
essential principles, writers can craft captivating narratives that resonate
deeply with readers. Embrace the wisdom of this comprehensive guide and
embark on a literary journey filled with engaging characters, intricate
worlds, and unforgettable stories.
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